
THE KEY of ΠΚΔ 

DAY #1 (FINALLY!) – FRIday, March 6, 2015 

 

WELCOME to the 49th Biennial Tournament & 

Convention 

 

          The National Council of Pi Kappa Delta, the 

tournament Director and Staff, and the Alumni welcome you 

to our 49th Biennial Tournament and Convention of Pi Kappa 

Delta. For many of you it’s “Welcome Back,” and for those of 

you who are new, we hope we make you feel enough at 

home to consider this a welcoming back!   

Enjoy the Ride! 

 

 

Looking for you competition rooms?  Be sure to exit through 

the right door.  Leave through the 1ST FLOOR entrance for 

access to:  Grover, Porter, Clippinger and the ARC.  Leave 

through 4TH FLOOR entrance for access to:  Morton, Gordy, 

Bentley, or Copleand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR- SCOTT JENSEN 

And we’re off! 
 
Welcome to the 49th Biennial Convention and 
Tournament. Not even a snow disaster and sub-zero 
temperatures can deter the enthusiasm that envelops 
the start of our tournament. Several people have 
worked tirelessly to make sure you have the best 
possible tournament experience. In particular, my own 
staff of Gina Jensen and Tom Serfass has spent many 
late nights at my kitchen table scheduling, double-
checking, and ironing out details in the planning of the 
tournament. My tournament team includes dear friends 
and colleagues who will bring their professionalism and 
talents to their roles over the next three days. When 
you see them, thank them for their hard work. And our 
local host, Dan West, and his army of students and 
volunteers has been nothing short of amazing. 
 
1. A couple of reminders bear repeating as we seek to 

run an efficient and fair tournament… 
2. NPDA draw will happen WITHOUT roll calls of 

chapters. The listed times for topic announcements 
will be the times when topics are announced. We 
will delay times only in the face of tournament 
exigencies. Similarly, there will 20 minutes of NPDA 
preparation and a two minute grace period. At that 
point, teams not in rooms ready to debate will be 
forfeited. Real announce times and topics will be 
posted on Guidebook and Twitter (#PKD2015). 
Judges should/will write the forfeit and time on the 
ballot and return it to the ballot table. 

3. Debate judges are asked to refrain from post-round 
discussions. It is imperative that we remain on time. 
While we recognize the value in this dialogue, 
availability of judges and rooms later in the day 
necessitate our keeping on our schedule. 
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4. Debaters who are entered in IE rounds that precede 
debate draws should sign in to IEs as “cross-
entered—DEBATE” and excuse themselves after 
they have performed. They can also remind the 
judge(s) this is per instructions of the tournament 
director. 

5. Guidebook has changes updated. It will be your best 
friend over the next three days. “2015 Pi Kappa 
Delta Convention” is where to go for our 
Guidebook. 

 
Best of luck to everyone. I am thrilled to finally get this 
thing started! 

 
From Pi Kappa Delta National Office 

 

Would the coaches from the following schools 

please see Lisa Vossekuil who will be located on 

the second floor at the Baker Center (where 

registration was held on Wednesday): 

 Black Hills State University 

 Ivy Tech Community College 

 Colorado Christian College 

 Simpson College 

 College of Western Idaho 

 Muskingum University 

 Lamar State College – Orange 

 Texas State University 

 Tulsa Community College 

 
 

From our Tournament Host Dan West: 

 

Looking for food?  Head uptown!  Exit the 4th floor entrance of 

the Baker Center and be in the heart of the Athens Uptown 

Dining District in 2 blocks.  In addition to Wendy's and Chipolte, 

try local favorites like Brennan's, Bagel Street Deli, Kiser's, 

China King, Habibi's, Big Mama's Burritos, Ginger and either of 

the Food Truck's at Court & Union. 

 

 

Need coffee?  The Front Room on the 4th floor of the Baker 

Center serves Starbuck's.  Court Street Coffee is next to 

Copeland Hall on Court Street.  Go a block farther and you can 

get coffee at either Whit's or Brennan's.  Want to try an Athens 

favorite?  Turn right on Washington (at the court house) and go 

1/2 a block to get Donkey Coffee. 

Come on – ‘fess up 

How many of you this was you yesterday? 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT – JEFF STOPPENHAGEN 

Welcome to the 49th Biennial Tournament and Convention at 

Ohio University!  On behalf of your National Council, thank you 

for making us a stop on your forensics calendar this year.  We 

hope you find the location hospitable, the competition fierce, 

and the memories made here ones that last a lifetime. 

My most sincere thanks go out to all of people “behind the 

scenes” that have made this event come together and all those 

who, at the last minute, worked feverishly to make the changes 

forced by Mother Nature.  I appreciate your understanding and 

flexibility in going with the flow and making the best of our 

situation.  To Dan West, and his great staff of Bobcats, who 

have rolled out the red carpet for us I say “thank you” for a job 

well done! 

Please see a National Council member in the next few days 

and let us know your input in making our organization and 

convention/tournament a better experience for all.  Good luck 

in your competition, judging and coaching.  Because of you we 

are better and stronger than we have ever been. 
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ELECTIONS 2015 

 

President Elect Platform Statement 
Dr. Tomeka Robinson - Hofstra University 

  
     I have had the pleasure of serving each of you 
for three nonconsecutive terms as the student at large 
member in 2003-2005 and as the Charter and Standards & 
Public Relations Coordinator from 2011-present. Through my 
tenure on council, I have learned and grown a great deal. I 
have had the unique opportunity to see the evolution of ideas 
from my colleagues and myself as we deliberate and 
create ways in which we can continue our mission as an 
organization. 
     In my position, I have been afforded the opportunity to 
work on a number of ventures. Some of these projects have 
included: Guidebook, connecting with chapter’s celebrating 
milestone anniversaries, aiding with the development of new 
undergraduate chapters, and assisting with the development of 
alumni chapters. Through all of these endeavors, it has been 
my mission to work with my colleagues and the membership 
to cultivate ideas that can expand our mission as an 
organization while still paying homage to our past. It is my aim 
to continue this charge by developing innovative 
practices, increasing our outreach, and fulfilling our strategic 
plan. 
      In the strategic plan, four goals are outlined. These are to 
embrace and communicate our identity, mission, and values, 
be an international leader in supporting forensic education and 
practice, be a leader in helping to sustain forensic education 
through fundraising and fund development, and growing 
strategically and evolving organizationally. Together, we 
have made some amazing progress towards reaching each of 
these. But there is still work to be done. The national council’s 
responsibility is to ensure that we remain a viable organization 
and continue to be a leader in forensic education. As an 
activity, we are seeing programs diminishing, budget cuts, 
burnout among our colleagues, and a host of other threats to 
our sustainability. Pi Kappa Delta should remain committed to 
the development of activities that legitimate and necessitate 
forensics education to outside audiences.  Providing teaching 
& training resources for new forensic-educators, explanations 
of our activities for use for tenure and promotion, and 
the advancement of programming that enhance student 
scholarship are all endeavors that we can accomplish. To that 
end, I plan to continue with the work that the current 
council and our colleagues at the National Speech and Debate 
Association has begun and remain committed to fostering 
revolutionary practices and activities that continue this charge. 

With the support of the membership, council, and my 
phenomenal colleagues, I know that we can continue Pi Kappa 
Delta’s mission for centuries to come. Your next leaders are 
faced with the amazing opportunity to make a profound impact 
on forensics education. I would be honored to be your next 
National President. Allow me this opportunity to continue to 
serve you. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

 

Statement from Current National Council Member 

re-running for At-Large Council Positions 

 

Ryan Louis- Ottawa University  

Re-running for National Council 

 

I have happily served Pi Kappa Delta as an at-large 

councilmember since 2011.  After Portland, I have enjoyed 

great success in situating our first permanent national archives 

at Ottawa University in Ottawa, Kansas—the place of the Pi 

Kappa Delta’s birth.  The archives will soon be open to the 

public and available online for all interested in our unique and 

inspiring history.  Being reelected would be an honor as I usher 

the archives through their first couple years. 

 

Also, I began and continue to expand the organization’s 

communication with members via social media.  As I continue 

to create new channels, I want to make sure that the decisions 

we make on Council involve two-way communication and be 

broadly accessible.  

 

One of my long-term goals is to keep moving forward with my 

Persuasion Works campaign.  This program aims to find new 

and practical ways to turn skills gained in forensics into “real-

world” opportunities.  Dr. Bailey’s initiative with Interviewing is 

a great example of how forensics can prepare and inspire 

students to think about how speech activities and persuasion 

can impact our world in provocative ways.  

 

I ask for your support.  Voting for me as an at-large member of 

Council will inspire more hard work—work that I love…for an 

organization I think about every day. 

 

Ryan Louis 

Ottawa University 

 

 
 
For At-Large Council Seats: 
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Chris Leland, Ph.D.- Colorado Christian University  
Asst. VP Academic Affairs, Professor of Communication 
& Director of Debate 
 
In some ways I am like the “prodigal son” who has returned to the 
forensic community after an absence.  I joined PKD as a student at 
Ripon College and attended my first PKD National Tournament & 
Convention in 1982 in what is now my home of Colorado.  As I moved 
through graduate school I continued to work programs at the University 
of Arkansas, was DOF at the University of Oklahoma as a doctoral 
student and led Wichita State University for a number of years.  I was 
part of long debates about the direction speech and debate activities 
were headed; some good and some poor.  I left the forensic 
community when I moved to Indiana and took up more administrative 
roles and concentrated on my teaching.  Over the next dozen years I 
worked in and led non-profit ministries with college students, consulted 
with government and business leaders, became a speechwriter for 
campaigns and public officials, and finally found myself at Colorado 
Christian University.  In 2011 when I joined the faculty of CCU, 
President Bill Armstrong (a former U.S. Senator) hired me to do a 
number of jobs one of which was to restart and found a speech and 
debate program.  It was clear that the vision of the University and the 
vision I had for the program aligned with PKD perfectly.  Amongst the 
first things we did was to apply for a charter to Pi Kappa Delta.   
 
Coming back to the community I immediately saw that some things 
had changed.  Events looked slightly different.  Some of my former 
students were now long time successful coaches.  The forensic 
community was still strong but some programs that were main-stays in 
the nation were no more.  However some of the bad habits that had 
frustrated me in leaving forensics were still around.  The same 
arguments held about NDT and CEDA were now being voiced by a 
new generation but were the same concerns about our activity 
becoming too technical, not practically applied, and developing its own 
cliques.  In all of that PKD had remained an anchor that welcomed and 
encouraged complete forensic education with real-world application.   
 
The three issues that I believe need some attention are; (1) the 
implementation of some portions of the strategic plan specific to 
professional development for both students (effective career 
counseling) and educators (additional opportunities for academic and 
professional training); (2) shoring up the “back door” and defending 
programs that are in danger of elimination.  As a current university 
administrator I see the tension from both sides and have argued 
effectively for program continuation and development; and (3) making 
sure that the vision of PKD is used as a lens through which all 
decisions are made both administratively and competitively.   
 
I believe my history with forensics and PKD specifically as well as my 
current role as an administrator and strategic planner can serve the 
organization and each member.  I would value that opportunity. 
 
Danny Ray, Director of Forensics- Marshall University 

My name is Danny Ray and I have been the Director of Forensics at 
Marshall University in Huntington, WV since the fall of 2015. I 
reinstated the forensic program at Marshall including activating the WV 
Beta chapter of Pi Kappa Delta. I believe in the value of 
comprehensive forensics and am ready to take a more active role in 
the organization.  

I am submitting my name as a candidate for the National Council. I 
believe I can be a valuable asset to Pi Kappa Delta and am eager to 

join the leadership team as we begin our second century. 
 
Brian Swafford, Northwest Missouri State University : 
 
While PKD was not my competitive home when I was a 
competitor in college, it has become my home as I have begun 
my coaching career.  I believe in the vision of a tournament 
that promotes comprehensive programs and enables students 
to try most, if not all, of the competitive events offered in 
forensics.  There is something very comforting about being 
welcomed into the Big Tent where all programs, competitors, 

coaching philosophies, and such are greeted with such 
warmth.  Since being introduced to Pi Kappa Delta in graduate 
school, I have been an active contributor to our organization 
through tournament attendance and through other means of 
assistance.  I have served on the Pi Kappa Delta Impromptu 
Committee for many years.  In 2012, I was invited to serve as 
part of the tabulation staff for specialty debates like Discussion, 
Congress, and Readers Theater.  This year will be my third 
year on that station.  I believe in serving the organization in any 
way I can.  I have tried to match actions to words through 
these roles with Pi Kappa Delta.  I would like to serve on the 
National Council to continue to strengthen our relationship with 
the National Speech and Debate Association, to update our 
governing documents, and to streamline the tournament 
experience for our members.  Thank you for your 
consideration.  
 

TOMORROW!! 

 

Captured from Social Media – Thursday – 3/5 

I can't shake the thought that Dr. D. called in a few favors with 

the Big Guy to play a joke on that rascal Scott Jensen. 
 
I think it's bizarre that I come all the way to Ohio for a snow 

day. 

Which two coaches pined for the Applebee's across their 
parking lot?  Guess with a level 3 snow emergency it wasn't an 
available venue? 
 
Which national office employee's mom still worries about him in 
the snow? 
 
Which team felt the need to break out of their hotel?   For a 
photo op?? 
 
What coach was under snowball attack from his students? And 
named one of his team members “Lethal Weapon”? 
 
Which New England school took pictures of the snow to prove 
to their friends in Boston that other places could have some 
BIG snows. 
 
Which Texas team introduced one of their students to snow for 
the first time? 

 
Which team had frozen brain syndrome and did their warm-ups 
outside this morning??   
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